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Salval ion Arny :vangelists (1t87.) and Lhe Brethren assenbly
were actlve in early Csrdrff. Cardiff people met- Rev Clover
on his visits lo Central Tararraki in 1889 arrd invited him to
begin services in the Cardiff schoolhouse, His Prinitive
Methodist preaching plin for the new Stratford -Cardiff
Mission. April 1890 advises an 11dn gervice twice in April
and in June, and once in May, There would be one 3pm service
with Rev Clover and two 7L]Irl i-er.vices a nonth with either Rev
Clover, F. Bell, or J.U. Murray tElthan). Later, George
Collingwood of Albert Rd also preached. The Society Steward
for Cardiff Road ras ,'1. Richards,

The Wesleyans, however were the ones uho built the loca)
church.
Mr l{iliian tlilliaure, previc,usl;r a Patea Methodist, gave a

site, and the little wooden cfrurch big enough for 80 was
built in 1891, while CarCiff was slill included in the Hawera
Wesleyan circuit area and before Stratford had a Methodist
church. Early photos show all round the little church the
h r l ackene r j  * i t t n rnq  , r f  t ) l r r n f  t l ' cFq  q t i l l  e l - r n^ i n r r  a f i e r  lAAAp L q l l \ r r t I t - . |

bush fire. Cardiff Anslicans also clained this dist_rict
chu!'ch but the Met-hodi:;t;l t)I'{ivilied the buildilrg l,-'an. vhicfr
was qui,:kly paici off arrcl l_,y 1900 it had been i:rainted and
lined. Those keen Lo prtrorote the Cardiff Webleyarr church at'e
renenbere-d d.s G.A. Marchant. Danie1 J. Willians. his
fatlter. Williau Williami::. C.H. ;:irxilh, D. Watson. C.
McGechie. W. Richards. H. Johnscrn. R. Dinsle, J.J. WiUs?
A.C.? Hi i ls.  see car-di f f  boo]<.

WILLIAM WILLIAMS.

You may have nollced how c-'ften the nane l.lillian Williams
crops rrp everywhel'e irr Melire-,dist and in Tar anal.:i lristories.
There were thl4#-gerrerat iolrs by that nane. They are
ancestors of Eef-ty Oqle rrr-,w of Regan 5t.

Willian Williams. (rr,: 1) br_,r'rr 1809, landed at New Plymouth
in October' 1841 with his wife Mary and famiiy, and died abor-rt
a fortnight later. Hjs widow. Mary had lost a youngr son _iust
before they left. and another son was bor-rr and dj.ed on the

. She look her children. 12 year old Willian, (the second)
born 1829), Ton. Daniel. Any arrd Mary Ann, to live in the
Rangitikei. Grand-daughier Rebecca who taught aL Hawera,
said l{illiao lat-er walke'l to Wanganui. to neet his New
Plynouth frienrl. Mr Baylv and the pair walked to Wellington.
Griff Williaos, of Merenere s,rid the boys later went to the
Australjan goldrush, arrd T,,,m and Dan died. Mary renarried,
and as Mrs Rose went to Ar-r::rtralia where she lived into her'
90s.

Willian (No 2) appears trr Lhe Lower Hutt Methodist
history as a blacksnith who served on the first Methodjst
Church Trust in 1856. and on the TaLta Sunday school
con&ilt-ee in 1864 witlr .1. A'Cr-rrlrt, Srrr and Junior. Then hr:
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m o v e d  w i t h  h i s  s o n s  W i l l i a m  (  n o  3  b o r n  1 8 5 5  )  a n d  D a n i e l
(1858  )  and  daugh te rs ,  Amy ,  Rebecca  and  Ca the r ine  (  who

mar r i ed  ea r l y  Ta ranak i  pe rsona l  i t y  J . J .  Pa te rson .  )
The  Pa tea  h i s to ry  has  Wi l l i am 2  tak ing  ove r  f rom the

m i l i t a r y  b l a c k s m i t h  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  l a t e r  s e t t i n g  u p  a s  a  c o a c h
bu i  l de r  w i th  many  app ren t i ces  and  s ta f f  i nc lud ing  an  A 'Cour t
and  J . J .Pa te rson .  He  was  on  the  Wanganu i  Educa t i on  Board  i n
1878  and  l ras  an  O f f i ce  Beare r  i n  t he  Pa tea  Me thod is t  Church .
H is  sons  took  ove r  t he  bus iness  i n  1878 ,  bu t  a f te r  3  yea rs
they  so ld  ou t  and  wen t  f a rm ing .

THE CARDIFF YEARS

Wi l i i am no  2  an t i  son  Dan  show up  i n  the  Card i f f  h i s to ry  w t re re
Dan ie I  was  the  f i r s t  t eacher  i n  1886  and  bo th  were  D i rec to rs
o f  t he  l oca l  Da i r y  Company .  W i l l i am se r ' , ' ed  f rom 1890  -  93
and  was  Sec re ta ry  f rom 1891  -  92 .  W i l l i an r  gave  the  s i t e  f o r
the Cardi f f  Church, but moved away before Cardi f f  came into
the  S t ra t fo rd  c i r cu i t ,  so  he  neve r  appeared  on  ou r  ro le .
He  le f t  Pa tea  w i th  a  son  Gr i f f  and  fou r  daugh te rs  and  a f te r
Cardi  f f  moved on to Meremere at Hawera, *here Harry (1893)
a n d  A l f  ( 1 8 9 8 )  w e r e  b o r n .  A l f  w a s  B e t t y  O g l e ' s  f a t h e r  a n d
her  Unc le  Dan  bu i l t  t he  Church  a t  Meremere .
Wi l l i am ca r ted  the  f  i r - s t  house  i n to  the  Meremere  d i s t r i c t  on
a  Eu l l ock  wagon .  Mor ley ' s  "  H i s to ry  o f  Me thod ism"  desc r ibes
W i l l i a n ' s  w i f e  R e b e c c a ,  d s  '  a  v r o m a n  o f  h o s p i t a b l e  i n s t i n c t s
and  cons ide rab le  men ta l  powers  " .  I n  t he  Hu t t ,  Rang i t i ke i ,
Wanganu i ,  Ca rd i f f  and  Pa tea  d i s t r i c t s ,  she  was  no ted  fo r "he r
k indness  o f  hea r t  and  cons i s tency  and  fo r  t he  tho rough
t r a i n i n g ' o f  h e r  c h i  l d r e n " .

R e b e c c a  d i e d  i n  1 € 9 5  a n d  W i l l i a m  n o  2  l i v e d  a t  M a n a i a
(  a s  d i d  D a r i  ) .  W i l l i a m  n o  2  d i e d  i n  M a n a i a  a t  m y
grandparents house. He had I  ived there for 7 years my Mother
t o l d  m e .

Wi l l i am no  3  (  bo rn  1855  a t  Lower  Hu t t  )  was  a  Hawera
B lacksmi th  i n  1975  and  I  unders tand  A 'Cour t s  t ook  ove r  f ro r r
h im .  Bo th  fam i l i es  were  Hawera  Me thod is t s  and  a re  I  i nked  i n
mar r i  age .

W i l l i a m  W i l l i a m s  n o  4  w a s  b o r n  t o  A I f r e d  a n d  M a r g a r e L
Wi l l i ams  -  Meremere  on  Lhe  4 th  o f  November  1924 .
He farmed at Meremere, then Okato. He died on the 5th of
u u  l v  r v l b .


