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-EARLYFAMILY EVENTS.

‘ ‘ I1972.
r,tlyhelrsaybutaslbeliev:mnnably true,

<  MWilliams family came te NZ in I837. William Willisms and his vife Rose

and family came by sailing ship, but William died en the veyage leaving his

. wife and family te fend fer themselves in a strange new country. The eldest
boy Willien was nine and he later became my Grandfather. There were ether

: children alse. My great Grandmether Rese came from a family called Griffiths
,ho*uere a vell born family high en the secial scale. Twe of the sisters

»

vm.mted for their extrc long noses, and were fabled te hold their noses

-

L t thes up well, They landed in Wellington. The town was soon after
la.rgels shaken down by & series of earthquakes, which shook periodically for
about three weeks. The people got ae alamed that they tried to escape to
Ausiralia by sailing ship, but the Govt weuld not let the ships sail for
they realised it would e bad fer the céuntry if a lot of the population
left at that stage. '

My grend father was later taught blacksmitn and wheelwrignt work end worked
for Measrs McCarthy and Bunger whe still bave a place of that name in Hawera.
Grandfather later established his own blacksmith and wheelwright business,
first in Patea and later in Hawera, and he taught my fatber the business wuo
carried on after he became a man,

\. Grandfather Williams married ( I donot know whe ) and there were four children,
&/ ¥illiam became my father, Daniel went more to clerical work and farmigg and
.‘/ ke became Secretary and then Director of MereMere cheese factory, and a Justice
of the Peace. There were also three girls, Amy, Kate and Rebecca. My grand--
lF . father also took over the responsibility ef bringing up a boy whose parents
. were killed by the Maoris. Eis name vas James J Patterson and his parents
were killed when he was nine, Until he vas a man be lived mostly witu grand-

: fathers family, and he eventually married my Aunt Kate, and tuey had a Tamily
(., wref eight girls. In spite of his all girl family he became & very wealthy man,
{ More about him later, )
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1972.
Mestly nearsay but as I believ;z reasonably true,

Williams family came to NZ in IB%/., Williaw Williaws and nis wife Rose
and family came by sailing snip, but William died on tue voyage leaving his
wife and family to fend for themselves in a strange new country. Tue eldest
Doy Williax was nine and he later became my Grandfathner, Tuere were etuer
coildren glse. My great Grandmother Rese came from a family called Griffitus
wuo were a well born family hLigi on tue social scale. Twe of tue sisters
were noted fer tueir extra long noses, and were fabled te nold tueir noses

~—,_ ‘o opposite sides as tuey passed if tne narrow streets of tuat time, Grand-
C \metuer had to go into service to provide for tue family, obut it was said

sue brougut toem up well, They landed in Wellington. The town was soon after
largely snaken down by a series of eartuquakes, wuici swook periodically for
aoout turee weexks, Tuhe pecple got so alarmed tuat tuey tried to escape to
Auetralia by sailing suip, but tue Govt weuld not let tue ships sail for
tuey realised it would ve vad for the cauntry if a lot of tue population
left at that stage.

My grand father was later taught blacksmitn and wheelwright work and worked
for Messrs McCarthy and Hunger whe still have a place of tnat name in Hawera.
Grandfather later establisned his own blackemitn and waeelwrigit business,
firat in Patea and later in Hawera, and ne taugut my father the ovusiness wuo
carried on after he Decame a man,

' '\ Crandfatner Williams married ( I denot know wno ) and tnere were four cuildren,

;,‘ ¥ William became my father, Damiel went more to clerical work and farnik and

he pecame Secretary and tuen Director of MereMere cneese factory, and a Justice
of tue Peace. There were also three girds, Amy, Kate and Rebecca. My grand-
fatoer alse itook over the responsibility eof bringing up a boy whose parents
were killed by tue Maoris. His name was James J Patterson and uis parénts

were Killed wien he vas nine, Until ue was & man he lived moetly witu grand-
fatbers family, and he eventually married my Aunt Kate, and tuey had a family
of eigut girls. In spite of his all girl family he vecame a very wealtiy man.

( Mere about him later. )



On tue matermal side, my father married Kate Arthur. Tuis fawily came from
Kent in England, Grandfather Artaue. nad been a cabinet and furniture maker in
England and be set up ousiness in Hawera and turned out fine furniture.

I never knew my Grandwotner nor where she came frem, There were two boys
and turee girls that I xuew in this family, Alf, my mother Kate, Aunt Rose and
Alice, Grandfather Artaur was, as I remember, nearly bald with bhardly a kair eam
bis nead. He was very uprigat and particular and fussy at times, being very
easily upset. He taught nis son Alf to be a fumiture and cavinet mager, and
after Grandfather died, at 84 years, Alf carried on the businessa.

Grandfatner Williams had learned the Maeri langmage and did a lot ef inter-
preting for the Govt. He wes liked by the Maoris and could ge among them even
in the war. At one period he was employed by the Govt to purchase land fer tuem
fosm the Maoris, He was instructed to buy a huge area of Taranaki at 2/ed per
acre. Unfortunately, tue Gevi was changed and the new Gevt repudiated tie deal.
The Maoris became yery irate and held Grandfather to tue deal, but it kad gone
toe far, and eventually Grandfather kad to stand the cests and tne lana went
back to the Meeris. He was unavle to meet tnese costs, so father and Uncle Dan
belped him out, but it crippled tnea financially. They finally got it all paid
theugh father had to sell up his business,

While still talking abeut Grandfather, he fought in the Maori war, At tue
end of tue war the Govt did net pay the soldiers in cash, but gave tuem a plot
of up to two acres in a town site or village site, and alse approximately 100
acrss in toe then back country, { tuis was generally in heavy bush). Grand~
father's share was two acres near the small town of Wellingtom. It became
kuown as tue Lambion (uay area and tue farmland was in tue Wairarapa Valley. as
there was no use at that time for tue town area, he startea te develop tue farm
land and forgot completely about the town secticn. When he died the papers
were found, but if ne rates were paid, the land reverted to tue Govt after
22 yjears,

I uelped in the cow sned vefore and after sciucol, The cowmueds were very
row.h, tue floors sveing made of slavs of wood adzed on top and made reasonaily
even. Tuey were washed eaci aay, out tue water and slime 0t down in petween

and oecame very oad. I walked to scuool, out later rode a pony, who was usually



alright with me out bucked otuer people off, He bucked me off onwe winen ]
showed off by spreading ay arms »ut wiile galloping. I uad some concussion.
We lived in an old house near tue cowsbed wnile tiie howe house was veing re-
novated,

one of tue first tuirgs I rememver was the old heuse papered with pictures
of tue Boer War. The flat paddock near ithe homestead haa been stumped and tue
stumps and logs were nauled to the outer edges and made a sort of fence to geep
tue cattle in. A wild boar toat nad veen cut, escaped, and altuougn still half
wild vecame properly wild., Le made uis home in the log fence from wuere he
attacked itne garden and crops at night. A party of tue local wen tried several
times ito capture or Kill wim, and after many attempts finally got him, and ne
welgued in at 450 los. Tue party came back to the house for a cup of tea and
ay fatner emptied ris revolver by firing at an ola tin can. This suprised me
very much as I had never previously heard the report of a gun. I musti have been
about four years old atf tue time,

when father bought the farm it was about 200 acres and all in keavy Dush,
witu huge Rata, Riwu, #atai. Rawa and many other trees with thick undergrowtn
and tangled supplejack vines and lower vines. My father had felled the neavy
busu on about IOD acres, but the big trees of about 3 foot diameter and over
were left standing. Avout three months after felling, the wiole lot was fired
in a very fierce fire which burned all the emall and medinm timber, but left
tne stuups ana logs, and killed the unfelled trees. A Leavy ash was left and as
soon as it was cooled tue grass seed was sown on the ash. However, it was petter
to get a lixnt rain on the ash vefore sowing as otherwise the seed did not
cerminate very well; out if conditions were right good scle of £rass soon
developed. Rape seed and soft turnip seed were usually mixed with tue grass
seed and tuie made a good bulk of feeding material for tue sheep wnich were
grazed on it within a few weexs, The growth of tuis first SOWlng was usually
very good, and up toc seven or eight sheep per acre were fattened., The sheep
got very fat. Tnmis was all before I was old enough to know and ie only hearsay
from father,

Unfortunately, at that time there was no freezing for export, and as many
other men were doing the same thing with many thousands of acres tiaroughout
NZ, there was no sale for the meat,



However, 30 miles away at Patea, wae & boiling down werks. The sheep were
boiled down just for the fat which was put into 40 galleon drums; these were
tohen joined together 1o pake a flbtilla and floated out to a smiling wessel
and lifted aboard by cranes. There were no wharfs for the suips te tie up to.

Tae top price for a fat sheep was I/- per head, and that was only for tue
sheep which had enough fat in the fattest part to bury a butcher's hatchet
to tne mlt., For those with less fat the price was less., I heard my father
say that the sheep had to be driven Iami miles to the works and this toek
several days. On some days, if it became very bet, tue fat partly melted on
toe sneep and tuey became lopsided, and if they fell down tuey could not get
up again by themselves, I was the sixth cnildé of a family of seven and during
this period I was too young to go to scihool. All the elder children had to walk
to school ever a bush track of three to four miles and across ihe Whakamaru
&orge to a school there. A six feot wide track had been cut acress ihe steep
gorge and formed by pick and suovel, with & log bridge across tne Oteki Stream,
This area often flooded and was then impassable.

Tuis stream got its name as follows..... During the Maori War, a much wanted
Maori was being hunted oy tue soldiers down a long flat ridge at the back of
fatuer's farm, He Lad to cross tlus stream whicu ran between Papa rock cliffs,
about twenty to tuirty feet high. Unfortunately for tne Maori the sirean was
in high flood and ne, while trying to cross, lost his ax or Toki, as tue Maoris
called tne aXx, As ne then had ne weapon, une was captured and tie name Qtoki
wag given to the stiream.

After the bush had been felled and burnt, the logs were pulled off to form
fences or left to rot. After a few years the outside of the logs and stumps
became rotien ana in dry weather became a fire risk. One of wy earli:;q‘fsﬁ of
a buge fire which started somewhere near Hawera and spread over the whole
country for tuousands of acres with a neavy wind behind it, The fire spread
very quickly with sparks jumping from stump to stump and log to log. The
wbole country seemed to be on fire and tue smoke was terrific. Several home-
steads were burned. The women and children were put into water tanks for safety
where possible, The smoxe lasted for many days but the fierce fire was soon
over as it soon burned eff the rotten parts, but tne stumps and logs vurned
for several days.

I mentioned when the oush was felled tnat tue uig trees were left standing.



Semeof the Rimsu trees were very tall and every time a tuunderstorw came the
dry tops cayght fire frem lightning and flared amay like signal firea while
the rain was pelting down, Later these trees vecame a menace a8 tue roois
yotted and they finaliy fell down, sometimes killing stock.

After the ousih uad been felled for a few years tue stumps on the flat land
oecame & little easier te rem.ve, Tue roete had .egun to ret and tuey tuen
bad to be dug around and tiie big roots cut, and tue stump pulled out with a
team of harses., 5ut tue roots from big trees often spread over a large area
and were semetimes as trick &8 a man's Dedy, and Lad to ve cut in several
places vefore they could pe nandled., Tue tap root of a big tree was tue worst
to cet out for it went siraisnt dewn and could not ve reacued to cut on account
of tue size of the stump, A vig, deep excavation Lad to be dug to get at tue
root. It sometimes took days to get one of these stumps out. later 1t ocecaue
possible to buy a stump Jjack which was attachea to a solid stump vy a caole.
The stuwp jack consisted of several gears ano a ratchet with @ long lever, It
was attached at tue otuer end oy anotuer cable ana censiueravle power was ex-
erted by tue lever en the years and rajcuet. After tue stumps and loys were all
removed or uemped up and ourned, the land was pleugned and sown witi. various
crops or levglled and sown with grass seed. About two or turec years afier
tue vusn fire, a funguas, something like a leathery pigs ear, grew en tue damp
logs as tue outer surface rotted. This fungus wae gatbered und dried and
bagged and s0ld to Cuinese wercuants who exported it to Ciana where 1t was
used for various purposes, out mainly as a thickening for soups etc. [t
pecame quite & source of income especially for tne cialdren whe daid wost of
tie gatinering, out tuere was usually only cone crop after the fire,

Taree or four years after the fire a Quick rowing shruv called Bulaoul
(Poropore) grew from under tue logs where it was protected from toe suecp. It
grew avout six to eight feet nigh witu a spread of about six feet and completely
covered the logs. It uad masses of bright celoured berries avout as uvig as
a fair si1zed marble. Flocks of Tuis, Woodplgeons and wuail fed oun the oerries
when they were ripe, and our dogs took great deligut in running alony tue logs
and scaring tue birds out 1n great nusbers,

when tue young grass, rape and turnip seed germinated after tue burn, tue
piseons became quite a pest as tuey ate tue rape anu turuips. In some places
Cape Gooseperries came up tuicxly with tne grass bDut nobody knew wuere tley

came from, Also Scotcn Thistles came up very quickly and in tue second seascn
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after tue burn, tney took charge and grew nigner than a man when tuney went to
seed, and so tuick toat sheep could not get through and men had to use a slasher.
Tihe sheep had to ve removed until ithe growtn died down but even then the fleece
got full of prickles and became annoying to tne sheep and to tue men at swearing
time.

When some pieces of scruc and fern burned again after wany years (thirty or
forty-years after tne first fire) rape and turmip would come up azain, suowing
what a wonderful preservation power the oil in seed had. About turee to four
years after a bush fire ti.c roots got a bit rotten and lost tueir nold of tue
earth, and on thie stéep hillsides landsiides started in the wet places (small
ravines). Tue Taranaki land consists of a nice dark brown loam acout nine
incues to a foot deep, then for tue next twenty or tuirty feet there is a soft
clay on a Papa rock vase, The Papa rock is a soft grey rock which a man can
drive a pi1:ii into several inches. It is of a rather slippery nature wuen wet
and toe topseil and clay on the steep faces will tend to slip away. Tie clay
on tue steep faces &8 only two or turee feet tuick, and in places tuis slips
away down to the Papa rock when tie trees nave lost tneir grip, leaving ugly
scars., Fortunately itue Papa rock naving at one time been sea bottom is nutritious
and after it weathers for a litile while tne grass soon grows over it again.

Speaxing of sea vottow or sea snore, there is a peculiar formation of tue
hills in the back countiry beyond the Patea River, There tue country is pretiy
rougih and the ridges rise to hundreds and sowmetimes tucusands of feet above

tue river. Adout two-tairds of the way up there is a line of shell in rock

'ﬂ\\\ formation running for many miles turough tue nills at tue same level. Tne

3

, shells nave forwed into rock but retained tueir suape. This was once the sea

snore. Tue rock is avout four to six feet tnick.
As tne water seeps down turough the soil and clay and meets tie Bapa, it

gradually works out to the gullies vetween tue ridges, Here there is often
a orea< and drop of eigut or ten feet whicn tne dripping water has worn away.
On top of this oreax im thne Papa rock, some suruds of tutu usually grow, as
tue stock cannot et at it until it gets a few feet high, Tutu 1s a surub
about ten feet or more nigh and Las very pretty clumps of verries which g0
black wien ripe. Cattle eat them when tney can get at thew, but tuey are
very poisonous, and iie cattle get drunk and flounder, and probacvly fall over

a cliff and .reak tueir necks; out in any case they usually aie.



If you f[ound tnem in time, a Dottle of xerosene puured down their turoat sowe-
times saved them, The berries are also very poisonous, and are very attractive
to children,

In country where there was no busi but ferm, tae tutu grew ever,where and
lots of cattle died. The cuildren in any spare tiwe tuey nad were put to prub
the plants out by the roots. Cutting tue brancues off proved to be of .o use,
for tue younyg shoots trat grew were better liked oy the cattle and were also
more poisonous, The bracken fern came up quickly in the zullies as the cattle
and sheep preferred to stay on tune flat and easy couniry; until fences were
erected to keep them oun the steep slopes, tae fern took cuarge. Father found
trat nalf grown pi.% would roct tiie feru up and live on tiae fern root, and
winter very well there, In the spring they were brought back to their styes
when s<im milk and whey were available as fatiening food. When the pigs were
brought in from the hillside they were also given =mmall voiled potatoes which
were brought from the Maoris in many sacks.

ry uncle James Patterson previously mentioned as uaving been mostly Drought
up with my grandfatner's family, started at a very early age to do business
for aimself, Since bhis parents had been killed by the Maoris, he could get no
help from that quarter. He collected wild uorses which wew the progeny from
norses that had gone astray in the first Maori war, He made yards and suitable
places 1n the ousk, tuen trapped tue horses into the yards and caught toem
and broke them into work; he then traded tnem arcund tne country. He drove
sneep to the boiling down works and any otuer jobs that were going. He took
a mob of cattle from Patea to New Plymouth, via the seashore ali the way,
as tnere were no roads and the area was ati war, After a while he collected #
some bullocks and ovroke tuem to a team and hitcued them to a wagon and did
carrier work, and hauling stones from the beach to the towns etc. He also
helped in the construction of the Wanganui to Hawera railway, One episode in
Wellington... A big boiler in a ship nad to be replaced. There was no crane
that could lift it out of the ship and no way of transporting it after they
nad got it out, The engineers proposéd to get a crane from Sydney at great
cost. Uncle had a look at it and then offered to take ié out of the ship and
transport it to where required at a fractiom of the cost of a crand from
Sydney. They laughed ai him but ne went to work. He cut the side out of the



ship, plugged up the tubes in the beiler, then rolled the Deiler into the sea
and floated it to land, where he pulled it out with his vullocks and delivered
it. He was a very powerful man, 6ft 4in in his socks, and bvig in proportiion,
On one occasion one of his bullocks went sick, s0 he took it out of tue team
and took up the yoke himself, As time went on he was able to buy a small farm
at Manaia near Hawera, where Le built a homestead and resred a fawily of eigint
girls, He gradually built up his farms with beef cattle, and later into dairies
both in Taranaki and in the Waikato until he became the biggest dairy man
south of the equater. During tue dDig slump in the IY30's the market for medt
€01 80 low that he could not sell the fat bullocks at a reasonahkle price in
NZ; So ne nad them killed and consigned the meat frowm 500 bullocks to England.
The price was no better there and tue msat did not realise enough o pay the
shipping and killing costs, so he had to pay extra. At his death the Guardian
Trust took over the management of nis estate and a little later I was asked

by tue family to go around the farms and report on their condition etc. There
were 29 dairy farms milking arounc 3000 cows. Alsoc some cattle and sheep farms,
In the Waikato ue had his own cheese factory built to cope witii tne milk from
his farms there, During his life time he helped }jis brothers and sisters. All
in all it was a pretty good record for a man who had only the barest minimum
of schnooling and no financial help.

1 was born in I893. There were four girls, Ida, Lily, Olive, Amy and turee
ooys, Griffith, myself, and AlLf in tnat order, Griffith was eignt years older
than myself, and of course he used to tell me what to do ana how to do it.

But tuere came a time wuen I objected and a figut occurred. I pushed nim into
' a big boxtuorn nedge whick nas very suarp spikes about an inch long. While he
was ousy with the thorns I got out of tue way, However we got along pretty
well together and in later years he took over the management from father. He
also bougnt 700 acres of back country across tue Patea river. It was avout
nalf heavy bush and tue balance in peshs. There were lots of wild pige on it,
Soon afte ke bought it, ke and I drove 1500 sheep over the 16 miles from tue
homestead. It took two days as tnere was only a track over part of tue way.,
The track had been cut _o6ft wide but nad slipped in many places, and it was
only about 2%t bin or even less. The sheep had 1o go in single file over these

places. Also tuere was a high ridge right across the track (later a tunnel was



built)., Ou a hot day tue sieep objected to climbing tids ridge. Further on we
came to the Patea river over which a narrow swing bridge 4ft wide had ODeen swuig.
Tne sheep aid not like the swaying of the oridge wnich was over I00 yards long.
Later a man was trying to force cattle to swim the river as the bricce was
unsafe for a lot of cattle. However with all the noise of the dogs varking and
men shcuting, the cattle rushed on to the bridge, but instead of continuing
straight on the leaders doubled vack causing a huge jam. The oridge began 3o
swing and sudcenly turned upside down, throwing the cattle into tue water 00
to 0 feet velow, Several were hurt and had to ce destroyeé. This bridge was
repaired and lasted a few more years, and was tuen replaced by a wider oridge
wihich was wide enough for single traffic. Alsc a track was widened and a tunnel
put through the ridge, and I believe it is now possiovle to travel in a car in
dry weather. The caole to support the first bridge was nearly 300 yards long,
a8 they unad to go across tue river and back again, A tunnel at each end had
been cut into the rock at a higher level, and itune cable was threaded turough
toe tunnels and round the conurete blocks, (wing to the narrow track and steep
ridge, the cable could not be taken into tue bridge by horses, out had to ve
carried Dy a long column of men who were mtrung out like a very long snake,
esh man supporting a share of the cable, My brotuer-in-law Percy Saxton was
in charge of this operation.

Several years later, my orother Griff and I had a very long and awkward
job faking roofing iron for a inut we had erected on his farwm across the Patea
river. We had the iron on a narrow sledge pulled oy one horse. Where the road
had slipped away, we had to drive crowvars into the baok to support the sledge
as it was pulled over, and in some places we had to cut the bank away to make
the track wide enough for the horse to pass. We had Io miles to travel so we
started at daylight but did not get to tue farm until dark, abd had to do the
return journey in the dark. However there was a sunepherds coitage avout bhalf
way back, and we pulled in there about IIpm. The shepherd was away out the door
was not locked, so we went in and hunted round for feood as we had not eaten
saince our lunch. The only food we could find was a big pan of eggs, BO We
cooked these, and I remember eating nine and Griff ate more. Then we lay down
and went to sleep till morning.
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Speaking about eggs,a man in that area said he was a champion eg eater,

He ate 36 raw eggs, then ate a couple more as he reckoned he had spilt more than
one on his whiskers. The iron we sledged intc the farm was for a vuilding

whnich we erected after pit msawing tne timber from a totara tree we uad felled.
We had further adventures on this same track, as we used horsee to carry supplies
in for the farm. On one occasion we had four pack horses loaded with fencing
wire, grass seed eic. One horse was young and did not like pack work. fEe

chose tne most dangerous place and started bucking on the 6ft traci, with high
walls on one side and a 50ft straight drop on the other side. He tucked for a
bit until the fastening around a coil of wire came apart, and tie wire sprung
apartin big coils and was scon spread several chain down the track ana over tue
side. The horse manasged to turn around and get wmixed up in the coils of wire,
until Le too went over tue cliff. He was not nurt much, out it took a couple

of uays to cut & track and get him out,

A year or two later, IS0 acres of bush was felled vy contract at 25/- per
acre, It was tmen -umned and Griff and I sowed it all witi prass seed. We tied
a coruer of a big bag to toe top corner of the same side, tanen put about 30lbs
of seed in and put our head through tne loop. The bayg tuen supportea from the
shoulder left sur nands free, and we would scatter the seed in great swathes
with one nand, while tne other nanc was used to help get over logs and stumps,
As tne fire left everything black we were soon black as tue logs. We workea
long hours and it was very tiring work, as it was on a steep nillside, however
we finished the joo in acout one week, We also split ovlack birci trees into o
posts and ocattens from rimu trees. These nad to oe carried or pacged onto the
fence line, and tuen came the Job of sinking tre post holes into tne Papa
rock wiich was less tnan a foot under tue surtace, Tue post holes nad to go
down to 2ft 9in, and the strainer post to at least 3ft vin to 4ft., The pests
were green timber anu very ueavy. When the posts were all in seven wires were
atrung along and sirained tight and the battens p it on, We uvuilt a stock yard
under a big wiite pine tree (kahikatea)and wuile we were working there
hundreds of wood pigeons fed on the berries, and we were able with tne aid
of a pea rifle, to get plenty of poultry for opr food. There were also large

numbers of Kakas and Tuis.



The Kaka is the iew Zealand parrct anda is a pretty bird. If one is wounded,
ne will hold on to a branch and call his mates wio floek round to hielp. The
Maoris used to come into this area with several pack horses and tuey would
load them up with birds to take away for a hangi., Wild pigs were very plenti-
ful, and they came in very useful for meat, and very nice eating. A little
more gamey and leas fat tnan the tame pigs. While we were working on a fence
we pitchied camp near tne job., Coming ocack after dark Griff pulled back the tent
flap—— there was a terrific noise in there and tue dogs Jjoined in, Prsently
a big pig rushed out and Griff was left lying on his back, Tue pig ate our
potatoes. Most of tne back country episodes were soon after I left school,
which T did at I2} years. Having passed tue 6th standard I went to high sehool
in Hawera, However the work at liome became pressing, and I nad to leave al-
toough tone iieacmaster tried to get my father to leave we ihere, All the rest
of my schooling was at Meremere I2Z2 miles from Hawera, iy schoolumaster was Mr
Louis Bassett { he won tne Military Cross for capturing a blockhouse on nis
own during itne first world war.... ne crept up to tue concrete and put some
grenades through the vent). Louis Bassett was a good teacher even tuough it
was nis first school., He lived with our family while teaching, but because
e was my cousin, ne did not spare tue sirap on xe, However I and iwo otuaer
Doys got even with nam. One playtime we roooed a nive of bees from tue next
paddock. We were reportied and got quite a lot of the strap. Suortly after-
wards we put a swarm of bees into unis scnool desk, and of course there was
a great comuction when he pulled out tue drawer, He must nave known who did
it but had no proof, so tine matter was left to drop. A good many years later
Lie came to wisit my wife and myself while he was on leave in England during
the IYI4-IE War., I offered to take uim for his first flight. He looked very
pale and scared and didn't seem at all happy wnen we landed. While living with
us and teaching, ke taught me to play cuess, and we nad many good games. He
was also a very keen footballer., Taliking about vees.... Just vefore leaving
school I saw an advert for bees for sale in Hawera. I got permission from
father to attend the sale and buy tuem 1f they went at a reasonable price.
Anyway I oought half a dozen boxes and left them there, but went oack after
dark to block up all the holes. I then went home anc narnessed two horses
into a wagon, went cack to town, and started for howe an nour before daylight.
Things went well until about tiwee miles from home, tue sun started to rise.

The vibration of ine wagon must have shaken the boxes open. First one or



two bees came out, but scon there was a string of bees trailing out behind,
This did not matter, but more boXes must have opened and bees came out in
clouds and started stinging the horses, and they were soon getting into a
galiop., The faster they went thie more bees appeared, and the Lorses got out
of control and really bolted. I knew the horses would go straignt nome but

I was wondering if the big iron gate at the entrance would pe open. Luckily
it was open, and we dashed through at racing speed. Facing the entrande was

a big boxthorn hedge which had not been cut for years, and was about I2ft righ
and over 20ft through. Toe horses were mad, and went into the nedge at full
speed. The pole of tne wagon caught in the hedge, and the wason somersaulted.
There was great commotion, the horses were tangled in the chains and nedge,
and were squealing with fright, the farm dogs were barking for all they were
worth, all tne bees were out and stinging everything toey could get at. My
brother came to hkelp free the horses, and by ine time we got them free we

nad stings everywhere and so nad the horses,

I nad another experience with bees. A year or two previously Griff and I
felled a big dead tree tunat had a nest of bees, we were after the honey,
Usually when a tree with bees in it is felled it stays intact, out tuis one
broke into several pieces where the bees were., Tue combs full of uoney were
thrown avout, out as the bees were all free we could not concentrate smose
on to them, I rusued in with x buckets to collect the honey, but I met tne
vees in full force and got horribly stung. I yelled to Griff to fight them off
ny face, but the nearer I got to him the further he vacked. I could not see
for days afterwards.

Years later, more trouble., Bees do no} li<e tiie sweat on norses. One of my
teamsters was driving a 81X norse team witn implements along the road. He nad
to pass about fifty ooxes of bees which were about a chain or two from tue road.
Tue wind must have carried tioe sweat swell to tue Lees and tuey came out in
swarms and attacked tae horses. Horses got tangled in the cnains and iwplements
and sowe were down on tue ground, However the teamster stayed with them until
iie Lot them free, put pboth he and tue norses were in a vsd state. The man could
not worx for many days and two of the horses nearly died. There was a similar
affair on another of my farms. Tuet teamster was worxing up some round near
the ooundary when the horses were stiacked vy swarms of bDees fromw tne neigh-

oours property. This teamster did not stay to releasetie homses and the poor

things were nearly killed and bad to be put off work for months.
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Ky first big job after leaving school was to split firewood (rata ) to fire
the boiler at a factory a wile or two away. Father gave me permission 10 get
tone wood from nis farm and I signéd a contract for fifty cords at twenty five
snillings per cerd, delivered, Tue wood uad to be in four foot lenggks and
the cord measurement is eigut feet long by four feet hgu and four feet tLick.
The rata trees were usually about three to four feet in diaweter, tul soue were
as much as six feet, I sawed tuem into lengnts witk & six foot six incu cross
cut saw; it was uard work botu sawing and using a ten pound nammer to drive
tue wedges uome. With tue vig trees I enerally dored a hole wita an auger
and used blasting powder to halve toe logs, this made tne splitling easier.

I was able to average one cord per day. When I got tne chneque it went into

tne general farm account, for in those days the family worked as a whole and
tuere was no question of wages, out food and clotues were supplied and
occasionally we got a sunilling or twe. About tuis time, fatuer's bealtu gave

ocut and he did not do mucn work on the farm but did tue blacksmita work required.

The area of farming had been increasd by one hundreg acres vougnt from inr
Ingram,( three hundred acres adjoining the homestead had been purcuased several
years previously ) and tuia place went by tuat name afterwards; also fatner
got four nundred acres of Maeri lease., Both tuese farms were very good country.
Ingram's was nearly all flat, and tue otner farm wolcn was called 'Tobbies'
bac a big proportion of flat ground witu a gully running tarougn it. Tuis
extira land made more woxk for Griff and my brotuer ALf wio was four jears ay
junior. We employed Maoris %o uelp witu tue work; a Maori Pa was kandy, out
toeir dogs killed a lot of our skeep, usually apout two tundred a year, This
extra land brougnt the totdl up to eleven iundred acres ati Meremere, plus tue
seven hundred acres in tne back country across tue Patea river. The siieep total
was increased to well over two tuousand on the nome farms and about ile same
on the Patea river fam, As dairy produce could now be refrigerated outter
and cheese factories were erecied and milking machines were used. Fatoer's
first herd was milked by hand for several years. We naa two herds, one of
fifty and tue ctuer of éne nundred cows. An employed man and myself miliked
tue nerd of one hundred for one season, tuen botu werds were milked vy share-
milkers. The man and I got up oefare daylignt, milked tue cows, delivered tne
milk to tue factory, and in our spare time erected fences and did general farm

WOork.
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I rememoer & LULOICUS episode,...Soue vonedust Lad Deen orderea to sow witn
& crop, wnen it arrived at luncutiwe, tue working worss Lad oeen let leose in
tue yard witiu tueir collars still on and nose ovags uung over tueir neads. TXS
The gate on to tue road nad veen left open for tne ponedust to ve brougnt in.
One of tue worses was oro.ed-winded anc made a lot of funny noises as ne oreathed.
When ue oot tue smell .f tne oonecust ue started to snort, and ias terrified
snorts scared tue otuer uorses and started tue cogs varking a8 well, Tue norses
tore around tue yard aad tuen down tue roaa witu the Drosen-winded one oenina
tuem, The faster tuey weut tie more noise came frow tue orogen-wind., Taey
oolted down the road for avout two miles, Then across tue WuAKANATU EOTEE® Wiere
tuey wet a grocer's cart, Sinse tue road was narrow tuere tuey pusned tue cart
over tue side and it rolied cown into tue gully, leaving tue groceries ssattered
in 1t's wake, They still went on at ulgh speed for a ,00d many miles Bcaring
everybody on the road, tnen tney split up and went on various roaus and it
took several days te collect tuem acain. The one tuat went tue furtnest was at
Manutai, twenty miles away.

Tne girla of tue fawily all uelped in the uouse, and Olive did a goou deal
on tne farm., On one occasion we were uaymaking and rain was tureatening, se
we decided to work watil finisued and do ine milking afterwards, Qlive got tue
cows 1n and went en wilking; wnen we finishned .aymaking siie was Jjust finisuing
milking aoout II pm, uaving milked tue fifty cows on uer ewn and all oy nhand,
as 1t was before macnines were in use. Amy ran a barbed wire inte uer foot and
tue wound turmed to a oone disease from which she suffered terrivle pain and
many operations for mest of ner life, Motuer was always a very busy weman and
locked after us verywell, was good to us and was very sweet, She seewed quite
nappy altuough sne did not nave tue cenveniences of today; she died at tue age
of sixty seven. Alf died at sixty feur and was a happy o0 lucky Ley and mam, Le
died from a heart attack, Lilly died at forty four, after a life of very hard
work and rearing a fawily of seven; sue uad married Percy Saxten (wuo afterwarus
married Anne Cook). All I rememoer of Ida's wedding.... There was juuket served
in tue evening, end one man wiile passing it to anotiier man let it slip and tue
next guest got a pocketful, Ida was adbout eignty three when mue died and Olive
died in her seventies, Amy is still alive, aged eignty two. Griff died at
seventy nine years, and botu my fatner and prandfather williams died at eighty
four years as did my grandfether Artuut.
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Alf was always up to tricka and ne trained the farw doga to climb slanting
treea wnere ne uung a can from 8 oranch. {ne dog would get on tne can and an-
otuer would bite tue rope and let nim fall to tue ground. Otu er dogs could
balance a Jjug ef water on tueir noses,

We did not nave much time for fun away from tne farm, I remember ceing taken
to tue seaside at Mokoia (nine wmiles away) on two trips, and twice to Mt Egmont
whiere we stayed tue nigat, and eacu time I climbed te the top., There was a
8c.i00l teacner in tue party named Naomi Rewe anc sue was determined to get to
tue top, out at Faninom's Peak sne was dead veat and would not give in., Uncle
Jim Patterson, Griff and myself carried ner tie rest of tue way, but coming
down we tuougut of an easier metuod., There was a ravine full of suow avout
five or six chains long, so one of us went to tue foot of tue ravine while tne
otners pusned uer off. Sue came down fine and was caugnt at tue bottom end.
Her only complaint was tuat ner seat was nearly frozen. Once a year tuere was
a scuool picnic wanich all the people of tue district came to and a lot of fun
was nad, Also in later years sports were held witiu very large gatherings from
all over tue province. Foot races and woed clopping, sawing trees witu big
crescent savws etc. Griff and I won tue cross cut sawing event and beat tie
Taranaki champiens one ye&r,

While we were goiny to scuool all tue spare time was filled in, apart from
milking and scnool time, with sucL jobs as weeding and tninning the Mangold,
swede, tumip and carrot crops. We hated tuese jobs as tuey were very vack~
vreaking and monetonous, wuen tue Mangolds nad finisned growing toey uad to
nave tue leavea cut off and ve stacked in long Vee suaped rows, tuen covered
with nay, witu dirt turown on tue top of tue nay. In the winter they were fed
out to tue cows. Tue crops were very ueavy, sometimes over one Lundrea tons
per acre, and weeding and IMIRNINE harvesting five or six acres was a Lig Job.
It was also tiring as some of tue Mangolds would weiyh up to one nundred pounds,

The next year or two went on mucu as usual except tuat Griff went for a
holiday to Nortu Auckland, Winile there he pought a farm of twelve cundred
acres, and I was sent to Maungekaramea fourteen miled from Whangarei to MANAES

tue farm for Lim. I was seventeen years of age at the time and I farmed it
until war vroke out. It was easy country but iad oeen poorly farmed. Tonere was

one nundred acres of bush in wuicu tuere were about twenty five ruge Kauri trees,

some of tiiem smiX, sewen or emen eight fed in dismeter, aund very high to tue



first limos. A neighoour anxi I felled one of tnese trees and pit sawed it inteo
timber from wuich I puilt a woolshed., There was also & swampy place of avout
ten acres on wuicu nuge wanite pine (xanikatea) grew. The Lig trees wers so
close there was nardly room te swing an axe. Tne trees were scld and tue wan
who bougnt tnem tad them felled. He wade a slipway from tus trees to a siream
that ran turough tue property, tuis was done by nalf ourying small timber avout
nine inches in diameter and avout six or eignt feet long and placed like rail-
way sleepers, out about eignt or ten feet apart. These sleepers were ituen
sreasec. Toe trees were sunampunered at one end and were tuen pullea vy pullocks
along tue slipway and placed along side tne stream. The next trun, was to wait
for a flood wnicu usually occurred twice in tne winter. As tue water rose tne
trees were rolled inte tue stream and were intended to ve carried to tue river.
Unfortunately tue flood was not vig enough ana went down before tue ireea

were carried far enough, and they spread inte lagoons and low places all over
the river flat. Tuey were spread out for miles and vecawe a dead loss to tue
owner for tuey rotted before tiiey could ve collected.

I farmed tonis place for a little over turee years and employed cne man to
nelp. Tue farm gradually improved until towards tne end of tuat time it was
carrying two tuo.sand sueep and a good many cattle. Griff bougnt yearling
dairy heifers from tue vest nerds in Taranaki and railec tnem via Marton and
up to tue railuead at wWellsford. I met tuem tuere and took them off tne trucks
and tnen drove tnem tae last sixty miles to Maungakarsmea. There would de apout
one nundred and fifty cajtle in eacu consignment. Somevody had to travel in tue 1t
truc<s witu tue cattle, for tuere was a lot of suunting and bumping wuich
knocced tuccattle down; tue floor of tne trucks got wet and tne cattle could
not get up without nelp,Tne man who was witu tue consignment rad to climo
from ore truck to tne otner tue wuole lengti of tune train, and tuen back egain
wihile tue train was going.It was mostly turougn the night,ana cressing tue
Waimerino Plains on the hign country past the mountains wes & cold and often
wet, miserable job. There was no train through to Wellsford so tue cattle
uad to be derailed at Remuera. They were let out inte paddocks along side tue
station for one day and tuen nad to ve put into truccs and rusued to tue rail-
cead at wellsford. Griff orougut tue first lot up and I tiink I went turough
with two lots, naving had to go to Hawera to get them, These neifers were

held at Maungakaramea until they were in calf and wituin a month or two of

%t



calving. They werethnen advertised, a sale was neld and tuey brougut very good
prices, They vecame wedl known as good cattle and people got keen on tuem and
tried to find out woen a train load was expected. They even came to tue rail
bead noping to buy tuem tuere, but this did not suit very well bDecause tuey
were worthi a lot more when in calf and ready to go into tue nerds. About tuis
time the waikato and particularly Hauraki Plains were starting to daevelop, and
tnere was a small rusih from the north to ouy land there; a lot of tuhese
heifers were boupht from me and sbipped to Thames,

There was very good shooting on the farm. Pheasants were plentiful, also a
few wild turkeys and a flock of geese, A great footballer at tuat time 'Jimmy
Hunter' who made a great name for nimself with tne 1905 All Blacks, came up
from Meremere for tue shooting on Criff's recommendation, He, a neiguhbour and
myself soon had more tnat we could carry, and had to nang some in a tree and
0 vack for them the next cay. He took as many as he could carry vack to Mere-
were and my friends were very pleased to uelp me dispose of the resit,

wnile I was at Maungakarames Fattuer asked me to yo to Paihia, Bay of Islands,
He and tnree otuers had purchased 3600 acres of the old Mission Staticn. I had
to send in a report. The land was good Quality, nearly all ploughacle and a
fair deptn of soil, it sloped gently towards the sea. It uad originally been
ploughed and gorse seed nad been drilled into the whole area. Toat was tue idea
of tne first settlers to provide feed for sheep., Tue young gorse maxes good
steep feed provided it can be stocked neavily and not allowed to get into ousn
size. If it did xet away, it could ve burned and the youn, growth would seon
pe tiere again., However, adout 3000 acres had been left to .0 wild, and wuen
I saw it, tue whole area was about eight to ten feet nigh, and looked a pretty
formidable job to vrin, into good pasture. Thne manager had got a padudock or
two into grasa and lhad some sueep on it., The methoc seemed to De working out
well, He nad burnea 1t off, and then with a team of oullocks, pulled a neavy
roller over tue land. This flattened and oroke the vig stems tuat nad not veen
ourmeg then it was ploughed with & oig, neavy plough oy the same oullocks., Tius
plougn was massive and turned a furrow over two feet wide, and to a acepth of
one fout to fifteen inches, It had to be ploughed in the same direction as it
had been roiled, so the plough was able to turn the stems in witu the furrow.
The plo.ghed land was then rolled to inake the furrow lie flat. A lignt disging

produced a reasonadle surface, and a temporary grass or Crop was sown.
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when tue temporary grass o crop was fianished, it wae plougued again with a
ligut plough, but only to a depth of four inches to prevent disturbing the
roots and gorse seed tuat nad been on the surface oul was now puried. I uad
a look at tuis land fifteen or twenty years later, and it looked veautiful
with & good mole of grass and no sign of gorse except a little along fence
lines etc. When tne farm was mostly in grass it ~as cut into saaller farus
and sold, and I believe tue partners did pretty well financially. While at
Maungakarawea, I lived for a time witn tne married employed man on ihe farm;
but later I lived at tue village voarding nouse run by tue Miller family., It
was avout two miles away ana I rode vack and forth. All money earned was paid
inte Criff's account at Whangarei, and for money spent he sent e a chegue
to mettle. I did all tue buying and selling of sheep and cattle excepl for

' tnose ne sent from Hawera. This brings me to tue end of tuhis farm for tue
1914 war vro<e out, and as I ueld & commission in the Territorials, I volun-

teered, put a temporary manager in and went to war, Tue farw was tuen sold,



Wnen I returned to New Zealand at the end of Septemper IYIY, I nau been
away four anu a nalf years. I was tuen a married man and uad one little dauguter
Zetta who was a few montis old, I nad met my wife whe was tuen Miss Muriel
Lowrey. It was soon after I nad been wounded On top of Chunik Bair ridge,
geveral miles inland from Anzac Cove, Gallipoli. I had been sent after a few
weexs t0 a nospital in Alexandria and tuen to a leas crowded mospital at Staines
in England, I wae beginning to get avout, and one day another officer and I
were taking a walk, or rather a limp, as we both had leg injuries, Two girls
riding bicyeles collided in tue stireet, amn<i we went to their rescue. From
there our friendsuip, and later marriage, developed, but I was again returned
to tne Suez Canal where my regiment was starting to pusu tine Turxkas vack into
Palestine, I waa not on duty here out had got permiasion to go vack to see
General Russell, and later, tiie general commanding that area, General Birdwood.
How I came to get tne permission is as follows....When I was recuperating
from hospital in Staines, I was sent with other officers to a Mr Montgomery
in Scetland, who had ppened nis house and estate to tne wounded NZ officera.
Mr Montgomery had veen farming in Hawkes Bay NZ, and had warried & cousin of
General Russell wno pecame tue general commanding tne mounted troops of NZ
and Australia. Mr Montgomery was a brotner of tue father of Sir Basil Ment-
gomery who later became famous, Milnathorp was the home of tue Montgoweries,
not far from tune Firtu of Fortu bridge.

A8 tne inside of my thigh was blown away, 1t was decided I would not ve
able to ride properly in my Mounted Rifle Regiment, so I was to ve sent dack
to NZ. However tnis did not suit me as I wanted to join tue Flying Corps. So
turough Mra Montgomery I got permission to o ocack temporarily to wmy regiment
and 1o see General Russell, as up to that time no NZ officer had been trans-
ferred to the British Flying Corps. General Russell sent ue to see General
Birdwood wuo was tie top man. Anyway I was allowed to transfer but nad to
drop my rank from first Lieutenant, wnich I hal gained at Gallipoli, to
second lieutenant and finally got a commission in the Jritisa Forcea. There
was no flying school 1n EFgypt so I joined as an ovserver and was sent away
a few uundred miles to tue Karxa Oasis, acout eightésffPtue Equator. Tuis
place was in a nuge crater peruaps ten miles across and surrounied by cliffs,
five hundred to a tuousand feet high.It was really an army out-post, very oot
apout I30 degrees, hot springs, tarantulas and pale coloured spiders acout
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two inches long and over an incu thick, also scorpions. We slept on beds with
mosquito netting all around, ocut even so, it did not lock too good to wake up
and see walf a dozen of tiese spiders on tue netting, Tuey were supposed to
be narmless out I did not trust them. Tuis place was celow sea level, It uad
quite a lot of date palms, a small not lake and tuere were a few nouses, Qur
job wan to fly over tue desert for about one .undred miles to keep an eye on
a big Senusai tribe, and periiaps drop a couple of twenty five pound bowmos,
Touere was no opposition to contend with, but as our macuines at tiat tbme
were very primitive and :ad fabric wings, the fabric expanded witn tue ueat
and the wings becane too floppy to fly, so we could enly fly in tue early
wornlng or late evening. OQur fliguht was soon ordered to go io Greece, or
rather Salonika, é# nelp tne Serbian Army wio were beiny driven out of tueir
country. Qur Aerodrome was on tiue panks of a nice warm lake and our tents al-
most on the beacn, We could nire a boat to go for a sail, and a nospital was
very closg with same pretity nurses. However an epidemic of Malaria was in
full swing and patients were being sent away Ly voats, as many as six nundred
per day.

From Salenika I was sent vack to England to learn tue rudiments of flying,
engineering,map reauing, photography, theory and various otner tuings, Here
I lived at Oxford and atudied at a college for a couple of montius, Then we had
an exam and those wio passed were sent to a flying school to learn to pilot
a machine, Tiere were s8iXx hunured in the course at Oxford and ] was fortunate
to get fourtu place for warks, It was from nere tnat I was avle to get by
train to Staines, and so could sece more of iona (Muriel). Tuere were several
men in the course wuo later became famous in air fights; men like dishop and
Ball, potu of whom got a tremendous lot of victories over tne enemy. There
were wany otuer fumous fignters, but most of tuem did no: eurvive tue war.
Bisliop was a Canadian and ne came turougu all right. I remember nik cele-
brating at a Pass Qut dinner. He got merry and cellected a wu. e vottle avout
two feet long and nearly a foot tuick, He nad tinis under his arm trying to
do a hernpipe among tue dishes on the taodle, ana of course ue was soon in %
trouble, 3all was xilled in a tremendpus fight. Tne top German figuter pilot
uad formed what was known as 'The Circus' of sixty planea, A Cerman pilet uad
tc nave had a considerable nunoer of victeries before ne coula Jjoin tue Circus,

It was commanded vy Richitiiofen, Tuere was rivalry vetween tuis wan and Ball



a8 to who had tue most victories, Tue wnole Circus came over our lines and
sent down & challenge to fight. Ball only nad eleven macuines, but tuey went
up and shot down tuirty turee Geruans with tue leas of six,

woen I volunteered to go to war, I left tue famn at Maungaxaramea 1n cualge
of tue man I nad eapleyed for some time. However I was told tnat as soon as
I got away from NZ tnis man seld £000 worti of stock and cleared off with tue
money., He was caugut pbut most of the money had been disposed of. Tue Magistrate
save uLim tne option of going to gaol or to tue war. He went to war and was
killed.

I waB sent tc & newly establisned camp at Trentuem in tue Liutt Valley,
some miles from Wellington. we were all under canvas and wuen tue rain came
there was mud everywhere, especially in the uorse lines. As an officer, I was
entitled to taxe two .orses ana was allotted a man to groom anc look after
the horses. Father provided tue two norses for me and tue Government paid
nim £25 apiece, Tuey were two fine norses, especially a big vlack mare with
a star on ner forenead and wuite fetlocks, She Lad some Arab bleod and was
very fiery, and could vuck with great entuusiasm. Sue benavea pretty well
with me and only bucked when very excited, but sue nated naving a groom, and
bucced ik off until ue asked tc ce relieved, This nappened to four grooms
in successien, voth in Trentnam mnd later in Egypt. After a couple of wontus
in traimng at Trentuam, we were put on bcard a suip for overseas. Tue day of
embarkment, I uappened to oe Orderly Officer of tue uay, and it was my duty
to set tue men and equipment and norses on voard, Actually I Landed tuea over
to the E‘muaxkation Officer wuo allotted quarters for tue wen and nan tue norses
put into their stalls. I sterted tue mounted troops off in coluumns of four
avreast, anu everytuing was going well until aocout uali way, wnere my nose
vexan to oleed and I could not stop 1t. There was blood all over my tunic and
saddle, anc over tne norse, I uad to wana over command to anotuner officer
whiie I pulled ifto a suall stream to wasu 1t off and try to plug ay nose,
Luckily a Medical Detaciment soon came along and tuey were aole to fix me
up temporarily, so that I was aple to catei up tne troope and take comaand
again before tuey reached tue wnarf. That nignt we were all glwex leave to go
inte Wellington. Some of the otners officers nad arranged a party with some
girls, out I wad lost a lot of blood and did not feel like going out, so [
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sent down word not to expect me. Tuney were not satisfied witi tuia, so all
tie party came avoard and finally had the party in my cavin.

we nad five nundred norses actard and eacu uorse nad a stall to iamself,
out only wide enough to stand, and for six weeks on tie Voyage Le was unavle
to lie down. They :ad to oe fed and groomed and tueir lens massaged, &lso
nosed down witi sea water, taxen out of tue stalls and led around for ex-
ercise., Tne poor tuings lomced miseracle, and in tue rougu weatler tney
were not actually sea sick but stood with tueir ueaas nanging down, looking
as if they did not mind if tne poat sank. For tue first turee aays out of
wellington tne sea was very rougu and nearly all tie men were sea sick. Tue
olood letting must uave uelped me for I was not sick and could attend to tiings.

Six weexa later we landed in Egypt, uaving lost only turee norses cut of
tue five n.adred. I suall always rememuver tne lusClous OTanges WLlCL wé Wers
avle to obuy on land. Tney seemed very cueap 1o us even tuougu we £00n learned
tuat the price was treoled eacu time a voat arrived,

We tuen trexked across Egypt to a camp called Jeetoun, near Heliopolous,
out from Cairo. Here we stayed for several weexs and tue norses got very fit
and full of good oats, chaff and lucerne; tney were soon to tue Ducking atage
again. we went into solid iralning and manoeuvres awa, out in tue desert. Wnen
we dismounted for attack on foot, tie number turee of eacu four would rice ris
own norse and lead tue otuer turee to tue rear, Tuis uad to de done at tue
gallop and if it uappened tnat tuere were trenches ito cross, often one Lorse
would pull back as tue otuers Jumped and tue man leading thew would of ten
get pulled off into tue trench.

In canp tue horses were tied to a long rope, tue uorses facing eacu oluer
across tue rops. On eac. side of s ac.ble line of uorses tue tents were
pitcued a few yards back. One day & cyclone or dust storm spun rigut aown tiuene
lines, The teants and pedaing were wuhirled nundreds of feet into iue air. Tue
horss were terrified, broxe loose and took off into tue desert after wrecking
what was left off the camp, out tuey were eventuadly collected again.

A simlar tiang occurred later, A snipuent of wild mules nad peen vOugut
in Argentina, ana a lot of tuem were sent to us to vreasx in to sadadle and x
narness. They could buck turough the eye of a needle, Tue norses nated tuem
as much as our men did and if a bucking mule got into tue norse lines tuere

would soon ve & terrific mess.
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Well, after a time we were needed i1n Gallipoll and we naa to leave our
norses venind, Tuey were later used in tue Palestine fighting, out I was not
with tue regament tuen, as I uad transferred to toe Flying Corps after fe-
covering from my wounc on Gallipoli,

Wien the war was over, tue horses could not be urougnt ocack te NZ vecause
of the various diseases 1n those countries tuat NZ dic not want. Tuey could
not ve left to tne Arabs to a cruel living death, so tuey nad te be destroyed,
They were a very fine let of Lorses,

wuen I was wounded I got part of tue way .rom Cuana< jair vut was eventually
picked up Dy stretcner bearers and carried down to Suvla .iay beacn., Here tue
wuole beacu for miles was a uwass of wounded (seventy two thousana i1n the battle}.
Some lay tuere for a week pefore tuey could ve taken awa, vy voat to hospital.
I was lucky in taat I only nad to wait for four days. Tien we were laia out
on tue decks as close to eacu otuer as possiovle, After anotuer two cvays on
the si1p we got to Alexandria in Lgypt and to a nospital where our wouwnas were
treated., We haa ceen yiven drinks of water, out tunere were far to wany
casualties to be all attended to on Gallipoli.

I was reported to my people as among tue dead. However as soon as I got to

"Alexandria, I nad a cavle seut to Mother and Father so they xnew I was still

alive, The Army still tuought I was dead and packed up what gear I had ana
the surplus left in Fgypt, and sent it vack to NZ. Liowever only a pair of eold
boots and my sword arrived nome. The Army had officially written me off as dead
80 my pay ceased and I did not get any N2 pey all tue time I was in nhospital,
and until I got wy Flying Corps pay (avout eight montns)., I took tue matter
up and even went to see trne NZ High Commissioner., He uad tue watter looked
into and even went to tue vankers responsiole for all payuwents, Tue vank pro-
duced receipta 1o my name for tue pay out tuey were ovvious forgeries., Somecne
must nave seen my name on the deatu roll and collected tue money all tuat time,
I vad to arop tue matter as I was again sent out to Iuypt ana tien to Salonika,
and eventually vac< to kngland to get wy wings, tuen to France and Jegium where
I dad nine montue flying over tue lines,

In France I was transferred to No. 7 Squadron at Poperingi.am near |.prey
as we called 1t. wWe were flying RE 8tus, slow waciines, aoout IQ0mph, Tuey
were ouilt for pnotograpny and reconnaiBance and keeping in toucn witnh troops
in pattle, but mainly for observation and ranging our guns on to enemy targets
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by means of dot-dasu wireless, Tue machine was tricky to fly ana was not meant
for fighting and was not very manoceuvraole. The pilot did all tue gun ranging
and ground ooservation as well as flying tue macuine, There was an ooserver
in tue back seat and his job was to warn tne pilot if any enemy planes were
apout, Toe pilot had a macuine gun on tue outside of tone cocxpit., Tius gun
was syncironised to fire turough tue propeller, out sometimes it was not set
right and tue bullets would cut tue propeller blades and cause a forcea landing
or crash, Tne observer in the uacik seat uad a Lewis zun fitted on a ratchet,
and Le could swivel it around to fire in most directions. One day wiile I was
ranging a battery, there was a wnoof alonyg side of wme and whean I looked for
my gun 1% was not there, a suell nad nit it and taken it off quite cleanly,
but the snell must nave been timed to explode on time and not on contact. In
anotoer case, a shell tore turougiu tne pody of tue plane vetweeun tue pilot and
ti.e observer leaving & nuge ncle, out nobody was hurt. It was guite usual te
see tre big liowitzer snells go past, and you could see tuem for quite a way

as tuey wenti niguer and higher. Some of tne long distance ones could rise to
%),000 feet, We often Lad a vit of a brusu with enemy waciines as tueir fast
macnines made & dive at us as tihey swot past, If tuey missed in toe dive you
were all right, but on one flight, wuen we got vack to tue aerodrome, my Flight
Sergeant counted twenty seven uoles in my machine, but I did not know we nad
been nit. Lowever we got tue enemy machine &8s ne oversiot us, and 1 was avle
10 get under wim and shoot Lim aown.

While ranging the guns we usually flew at apout five or six thousand feet,
and photograpny eignt to ten tuousand feet, sut in a vattle we naa to go down
to two or turee rundred feet to where ve could recognise iue troops (botu our
own and tue eneny), and we would keep BQ advised vy worse code. Flying at tuat
neigiht we were in tne trajectory of tue field guns frow votn sides,,as well as
being in rifle and macuine gun range, but were too low for Anti aircrait fire
wuicu we hmd to contend with wihlle gun ranging, While ranging our lony range
suns, we were well into enemy country, for tuese guns uad a range of avout ten
miles and were usumlly up as near to tue trencnes as possivle. we lust a lot
of men and maciines on tuis werk., In tue nine montis ] was on tuis front my
Flight Officers Liad to be replaced completely four times and mest of tuem
were killed. This period was tue worst figuting of tue whole war for it was
tuen tnat we finally got air supremacy over tue Germans. Tue troops of the
ground were having a terrible time, living in water and mud. Duck Loards were



laid over tue mud for supplies to be taxen to tne trenciies, but .f a man got
off tue duck boards in tne dark, he of ten drowned; to get tue wounded out it
could semetimes require eignt men, The mud and water in places was about four
feet deep, Tue country was low in tue first place, and sinelling from both sides
had blocked the drains and turned tone whole area into a sea of mud, and later
a lake of water., Qur side ued a gun to every five or seven yards and so did

tue enemy. Although our casualties were high we tuought we were lucky as ve
0t oack to good quarters a fww miles penind tne lines, after our joo was done,
I think I was the only pilot of this squadron to last the nine montus witnout
leave. It was during tnis period that I snew Leonard Isitt who, after the war,
was put in charpe of tihe NZ Air Force, and later was kniguted. He held tuis

Job for many years. He was sent out to France as a replacement and came inte
my Flight, He made a bad landing and partly crashed his macuine. He was tren

a second lieutenant but rose to captain at the end of tue war., He did quite
well while under e and we were both returmed to NZ on the same ship. I wvas
tuen a major or squadron commander (as tney are called now). A goed many months
after we returned to NZ [ xot & letter from tue Government asging if I would

be interested in taxing control of tue flying in NZ. But by tuen I had dougiut
tne Tauhel farm and the wWaitoa farm, s0 I turned the offer down, and it was
g1ven to Leonard Isitt. I nave never had any regrets,

I hed my first flignt on a Maurice Farman Shortuorn, Then on to a BE 2B,
ten BE 2, then Avro witn & rotary engine, ilater I flew an RE 8, usristol
Figntei‘, SE A, de Havilon with engine behind, DH 9 and Sopwith Pup for per-
sonal use in Ingland,

Winile leaming to fly over the New Forest, my engine failed and I was forced to
ga down, I could not reaci. clear ground so pancake landed on a spreading tree
top, The bedy of tue macuine broke off vceuind me and I was still in my seat,

I nad to get out and climb dewn the tree, I used tue propeller to wate various
tuings including a Lollie pof and a walking stick for Amy, botu still in use,

(A AR X A XN NEERNNEXNS]
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When I arrived back in NZ, things had cuanged & great deal. The cemand
for land oy tue retumed seldiers uad forced tue price to nearly twice pre-
war prices, Housing and furniture doubled and everyuody seemed to want to
make tne returnec man pay dearly for everything. Tue Government did nelp to
put some men on tue land. I applied for tius ielp but was refused as I had
transferred to tie Britisnh Forces when I vent flying.

At howme, tlings uad changed teo. Father had pulled down the old house and
replacec it witi: a fine new one, He elso bought a new Rover car which was
nice, but too heavy for the tyres of tuat iime sand punctures were frequent,
Father could not drive it altnougis he tried to learn, so Qlive, Griff or Alf
usually drove. Griff uead married Jjust before tne war and built Bis house next
door to fatuer's, Father did not seem to taxe mucn interest in actual farming
and Griff ran tie whole siow, and most of tue land seeand to be his now., In
iact ne was a wealiny man.

A farm of two pundred and forty acres iad been bLought for £I0 per acre.

It was in Father's and Griff's name as equal partners. The farm was only partly
improved but a small herd had been started and a suaremilker milked tie cows,
The farm was at Waitoa in the Waikato. Father nad always said if we worked on
118 farms when we were young he would give us a fair start winen we were ready.
He now said I could have 'Ingrams' IO0 acres, which was & nice little farw
about one mile from the homestead, or take over him share of tiie Waikato
farm; they were recorded to be of aocout equal value., But Ingrems did not give
mucn room for expansion anxd I would have uad to milk cows, and there was only
& poor uouse, wWwnichever I cnose would not nave to ve paid for but would pe-
come my sunare of the Will, Father's Will =said tue tiiree boys were to get avout
£3000 each, tue palanceto o to tue girls,

Altaough I did not like having to go into partnership witu Griff, ne could
finance his ahare of tne pigger farw, anc also give me vacking to raise a loan
for my part from tue bank. Tnis together with the good name of father allowed
me an advance of £3000 from the dank in Morrinsville. So I cuose tue ualf coare
of the 240 acres at waitoa.

It was agreed that I was to have complete control of the Waitea farm and
any other assetas the partnership would ouy, and this applied to finance alsc,
Griff could come and inspect and give advice but could not control in any way.
I was entitled to draw & small amount from the partnership for living expenses,
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vut anything further iad to be repaid plus 5 ?/ o interest, I first toured tue
waikato and Bay of Plenty for anotuer farm, but prices for farmland L&o gone
mad, a8 anybody prepared to sell were prepared to macke tue most out of tue
soldiers' quest for land. The Government seewed prepared to pay §ig money to
procure land for soldier settlement. Land I looked at near wnaxkatane was deep
raw peat througn whici. a few drains Lad veen cut, and it was covered witi. stunted
Ti tree; the price was £355 per acre, and partly improved farms were uuch Ligher.
Finally I settled for 550 acres at Tauhei. The price was L3> per acre for 400
acres, and £I5 per acre for the other IS0 acres, whici was very deep peat
about forty feet deep. The 400 acres nad deen grassed out most of it was covered
with heavy rushes with grass in between. These rusues were so hign tiat only
tue nacks of the cattle could be seen. I eventually nad tne rushes dug vy uand
at a cost of &3 per acre. There was avout fifty or sixty acres of tue four
rundred wonich was & few feet avove the rusu country, tuls was in good grass,
Avout turee hundred acres was partly improved peat swamp whicu nad veen drained
for a few years. It all looked :1ce and level avove the rushes, vut as tue
years went on the country sank and arains Lad to ve deepened, and fence posts
were left with very little grip and nad to oe taken out, witu fresu holes dug
and tue fence re-erected., Tue first season I put on one uundred dairy ueifers
and wuen ready to go into nerds, I held a sale and tuey netted £22 apirece
average, which left nice profit as tney iad coat £I6 each a year previously.
The farm had a four roomed house and two unlined rooms. Also a woolaued,
The timoer was totara, 1 pulled tue woolshned down and had a cow sued erected,
and started a uerd of IQ0 cows milked vy a suaremilker. There was enough. timber
from tue woolsued to partly vuild a house, and with tune aadition of a little
more, We had a house for the suare milker., A year or two later we ouilt another
house and cowshed, and started anotuner nerd, and a little later a tiard nouse,
cowsued and herd were started. A few more years and I vought I90 acres of ad-
Joining land, and a kouse anc sued were vuilt on it and a Leru started there
on part of it; one of tne other uerds was increased to use tuis puxit otuer
part as tue land wam brought into productien. In tue meantime tue howestead
uad been iumproved by doing up the back rooms and adding two rooms to the front
and an office to tue side. Also a new implement sued and stavlee nad Deen
built, I leased a farw across tue road for some time and put a herd on tuere,

On the Waitoam ferm tne herd nad veen increased as tue farm was improved 8o a



uouse and sned were built, ana anotuer unerc startea there, aaking I50 cows
on tiis fara, About tuis tive I went To & Mortsagee sale of I00 acres ad-
joining the Boreugh of Morrinsville, I went for curiesity uut ended up

puying tue farw at £35 per acre, It was a nice farm all 1L grass witi a cow
shed uut no nouse, I had a nouse built and started ancther nerd there, I also
bought anotiier 200 acres of unimptoved land at Kiwitahi water Works road; on
the tuird year I uad improved the farm well enougn to milk on, 80 uad anotuer
nouse ana cowshed built tuere, and started another uerd. The leased fart had
veen given up wuen tue lease expired, Tuis left & total of eigut daary farus
(about 800 cows), a lot of replacement keifers, ana a few nundred siheep. Then

I purcuased 550 acres on Kawhia Harvour. Tuis haa veen quite a sood farm out

_ tue previous farmer had paid too much for it, and uad finall, left it,over
’ ’

tiie years it uad gone back to fern and practically no grass, The fences were
all lying flat under tue fern. There was & good house which did net require
much more than paint. I employed Maoris to cut a fire bseac around the oound-
ary wnere it was nceded; tien a fire was lit and the whole area was soon a
mess of flames. The yrass seed was sent in to the Maoris who sowed the wuele
area by uand., Tue fire bhad left sowe of tue vig fern stalks and the Maoris
nad to scramble through tuese; after a week of getting turougn tuese fern
stalks, they had very litile clothing left and were wery pleased to see me
with fresu supplies. In fact they were pretty snort of skin in some places.
Toe fire uncovered some good trees for fencing material, tie posts were split
and the fencea erected, The fire uLad not damsged tue wire as it rad been lying
flat pefore tue fern got away, The farm was tnen stocked witn sueep and cattle

\_J™ " woich were bougut in Morrinsville duriug tne slump of tne I930'a. The sueep

were young two tooth ewes and cost 7/vd each.

Tuen the Second war came, After I uad farmed tne land for turee years [
found it teo far from uowe, and the petrol for cars was rationed, so 1 sold
the farm at a very good profit. Tue ouyer of tue farm bougut the sunep at
35/~ slillings per uead., I nad vad turee crops of wool and lawos from tuem,
There were ninety fat oullocks whicu we decided would sell cetter in lorrins-
ville, They were driven over via Te Awamutu and Cambridge. On the drive, since
tue bullocks werw wild baving seldon seen a man, one man would drive ten or
fifteen of tae leaders to force tiea past tue traffic, while another man kept
tue remainder close up. This worked well until tuey reached the narrow bridge
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at Cambridge. A wotorist forced uis way passed tue nain lot while the leaders
were ou the bridge, of course tue main vody closed up, but tue leaders got
frigutened nalf way across and doubled vack on to tue car which was now en-
gulfed in the ninety wild and maa vullocks., At one stage it looked as if tue
gide would be smastued from the bridge. The car was almost a total wreck but
luckily no one was nurt, I bet that man remembered tnaut time for tue rest of

his life,

Our total holdings were now as follows:-
waitoa 240 acres 2 uerds
Tauhei 550 acres 3 uerds
Taunei I I90 acres 1 nerd Plus some sueep and
Kiwitahi 200 acres I herd ) about I50 dairy heifers
l.aorrinsville I00 acres 1 herd

800 cows
Kawhia S50 acres sheep and beef cattle
1830 acres

At this time ] was also famming I850 acres of my own with 3000 sneep and cattle.

Witu eignt lots of dairy milkers there was usually one lot in trouble,

There were two four norse teams for ploughing and pulling stumps etc, and we
srew tne cuaff or oate for chaff on soue Maor: ground about five miles away.
There was about I00 acres of this ground, and I got tue use of it for two or
three years for breaking in and putting into pasture., Usually a crop of swede
turnips was grown, followed by oats. We rad our own machinery and uarvested and
cut up more chaff than we required, and sold wuat we did not need.

+ Five of tue nouses and sheds wers built mainly from a sale of ususes from
a firm that was giving up ousiness in the King Country. My brotuer and 118 men
pulled down the nouses in scctions wnicun were numbered and railed to we, and
erected in the sane order. Tuey were all five or six roomed and were bought
very cheaply by takin, the lot, Griff uelped me finisn one after I nad it
nearly erected, tne others I did most of tue erecting and finishing, witn tue
Lelp of & little famm lavour when it could be spared,

Water was avig problem abd we naa to use tanks, out tnis was not sufficient
especially for tue cowsned., I had one or two oores sunk out tuey were very
costly, so I made my own ovoring outfit and derrick from old farm machinery
and it worked very well. I founa tuato'&ormg to avout fwer hundrea feet depth
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at Tautiei we could get Artesion water which would rise aocout four feet acove
tne surface and could be let into troughs for tue cattle, but nad to ve pumped
to piguer levels for tue cowsneds. Tuese Artesion bores were fine for tue cattle
and [ sank one 1a eacu paduock so tuat bt ceuld ve led into four padaocks.
Unfértunately, after a few years tue water did not rise eneugn to go inte tue
troughs and nad to ve pumped., Tue water came up beautifully clear out after
standing for a wuile it oxidised and went orown and would stain clotues. Some
of tue bores were not quite 8o bad if tuey uad been sunk tureugl tue little
nillocks wnicn appeared as the peat soil sank, and we Lad to use tieu as wucn
as possible. Over apout forty years tue peat consolicated to avout four feet
of veautiful soil and is now very productive, Tue peat Lad sunk in taat time
» N ‘tvelve to fifteen feet, and clay xnoos uad come turough, Tne farm was now
>~ almost rolling country waereas 1t nad been almost dead level excepti for one
ridge. All tuis uaed been done ocetiween tue first and second wars and altuougn
our finances had veen strained at times, everytuing naa veen paid for and there
was no debt owing on anytuing.
In I944 we split up partnersuip. A value was put on eacu farw and stocs
and machinery. Griff and I toox certain farms each, and tu® whole tudug was
aone to tue satisfaction of votu of us., [ xept tue nomestead anu tie oulx of
Taunei, seveniy acres of waitoa and all tue Morrinsville farm, Jotu tue Kiwi-
taul end Kewhia farms uad oeen sold a#d I00 acresof the IY0 acres was also sold.

From then on I was faruing, fer myself and family. Mona aud I tuen purciased
T eignteen nundred and fifty acres of fairly easy uill country, also in Tauuel.
\‘) It was totally uniuproved except for about & uundred acres of flat in tue front
whica nag been Bown in grass, but was in poor condition witi rusues aud plack-
verry. Tue wuole of tue remainder was in Ti-iree aund looked a pretty tougs Joo.
However the crawler tractors were just opecoming availaole and I wired a nan
witn tractors and giant discs to crusu tic Ti-tree ana disc tue ground. Tue
method was to ourn as much of tue Ti-tree as possiole tuen the tractor
uauled tue wiscs over and cuopped tue Ti-tree about, It was sometiues possible
to burn the eticks a second time, after they nad Leen cuopped up; wnere L.e
sticks were not too bad tue tractor was sent over again witiu & very beavy
narrow. Tnis pulled tue sticks into neaps whicu could tuen be burned, and tuen

a woYe or less temporary grass was sown. A couple of years later tue ground
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was worked aga.n anc permanent .rass sown, Five nundred acres was done tias
way in the first ,ear and ocoundary fences erected. Alse I built a woolshed
ana iuplement sned from huts I hau purchased at L5 apiece from & D1y camp;

a lot of unemployed nad lived there while a large urain was dug turough tue
big swamp not far from our homestead. I bought seven or eigut of tnese nuts
wihacu were ouilt of good, new tinper, and tuere was enougu timber ana iron to
build a pretty big woolshed and implewent suea etc. witu gwite a lot left over.
A8 [ did ali tue building, it turned out very cheaply. We bree in & few
nundred acres each year, aud stecked with sheep and cattle. Tuen I sold 800
acres of a rougt anu steep corner of tuis farm which left 1050 acres of pretty
good farm land, we took my son Clive into partnersuhip and later ne and his

. wife Elizabath bought eut the rest of our share,

Altonough tuis nas veen written in tue first persen mainly for convenience
Mona and I have been partners in all assets under a deed of Partnersuip for
many years. Her part has been a very important one whicu she Las carried out
extremely well. Sne Las looked after tie home and family, ana crougnt the
family up under conditions wiich most wouen of today would consider very hard.
When I married her in Ingland sihe kKnew very little avout farw life, and then
coming to a new country aad nard life, and leaving Ler home, her mother and
sister and friends twelve thousand miles away. Her first home in NZ was pretty
austers vith none of tue appliances available today, and eleven miles over
a vad unmatalled road to a amall village. Sue haa to Lave two ewployed men
vesides ayself to cook for and look after, as well as oring up a Tamily eof
five, and arrange their education etc. At harvesti time wnen bDigy numbers of men
were employed (semetimes twenty), they Lad to be provided with foou and drink
meming and afterneon, and all kinds of other things that came alony, sickness
etc. ] was usually away all day from early morning tili dark or later, I
always took 2y lunch with me as tue farms were spread over a consiaerable area
of country. However sie managed alright and we were boti uappy, and I am very
proud of the family she reared; we were ver, Lurt when our ason Keith wae xilled
during tue secend war.

Since I944 when we dissolved tue partnersuip witu Griff we have gradually
transferred our farms to our family. Clive and his wife got tue 105 acres,
also tue 70 acres at Waitca. Meryl, Zetta and Pauline each snared the Tauunel
nomestead farus in varieus amounts, Zetta, Meryl and Clive still Lave these
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farms, but Pauline transferred uexr portion to Neryl. Theme transfers of Owner-
ship all bad to be at Government valuation. As in most cases no money was paid
out held on mort.ase which was gradually forgiven, and in sowe cases Gift

Duty was pard by us, It was all arranged so tuat each of tne family received
a fairly even amount in sowe shape or form. They are all doing well,

In 1944 we Lad a new home wuilt on the Morrinsville farm; we lived there
for eighteen years and tuen sold the farm, or what was left after some town
sections had been sold. It is all in tue Jorougxn now. We sold tue house and
8ix years ago came to live in Howick where most of ny time is taken up with
the garden and bowls,

Qur family consisted of five cuildren, Zetia, tue eldest, was Dorn in England,
Then Keith, woo finished unis schooling in Auckland, (Mt Albert Grammar). He
helped on tne farws for a few years and wuen the second war started ne vol-
unteered, He learned to fly and finishea uis final flying instruction in
Canada ss a Warrant Officer pilot, From tnere he went to Englanc on his way
to France, but while flying there his engine failed. Tue Aerodrome ne Lot to
was full, occupied anc ne was not allowed to land until & runway was cleared.

In tne meantime he had to fly with a failing engine whicn stopped altogetler
and ne was forced to laud away from tue Aerodrome, tie wachine crasneu and
purnt and Keith did not get clear ana died suortly afterwards,

Letla married a fine young men Arthur Sutton. Unfortunately ne was xillea
after only a few years of warried life, while duck su00tirg on tue farm,

All turee girls, Zetta, Meryl ana Pauline nad good secondary education
ana nelped at home wuen possible. Then tiey went to most countries for a few
years, finaily returning to NZ 1o marry, and are now vusy bringing up fine
families, Meryl married Artuur Sage; Pauline married Peter Bolton and
after a long period of years Jetta remarried to William Luuley.Zeita Lad in
the twenty odd years in oetween, orought up and educated her son and daughter
from the first marrisge, Roger and Jocelyn. Jocelyn became a nurse and travelled
and nursed overseas for five years, Roger is a pilot in Australia, and ootu
are married, Roger and nis wife now have a little daughter, our great ,rand-
daughter. Clive married Elizabeth Main of Tirau, and tuey took over tue sheep /753
farm of I050 acres at Taubei, and tne 70 acres dairy famm at waitea, and uave
since oought khe Main uomestead of 350 acres at Tirau. Clive finiasned uis
education at New Plymoutu Boys School, He ane ELidabeth have b-vwgai” v/ & chiteren.
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wWhen our family were young we used to o0 camping. we had a Dodge car with
a carrier on tue vack, and a big canvas hodd-all strapped aleng one side. This
carried a tent and olankets, groundsueets etec., and a lot of clotuing and pro-
visions; witiu tne family in the car we were independent and visited many sea
sides and places in the North Island over tue years, and twice we took our
car to tne South Island,

Our first trip to tue Mount at Tauranga avout 1920 was not so good. We hLad
& left uand drive Ford T car and it could g0 almost anywhere through mud and
sough reads etc, Tue road over the Kaimai range was unmetalled ana badly ridged
by cattle tracks. Tiie Ford rattled and bounced from one cattle track to tue
next. Zetta was then a davy in arms and ner motuer could not keep on the seat
and nold ner at tne same time, so Mona had to get cown aud sit on tue fleor.
However we arrived in one piece and enjoyed the Mount. Tuere was only one house
and tiuat served as a atore at tiuat time, and I remember & sale notice for one
acre of land at £I0 per acre, and it was where tue main part of town is now,
along tue sea front,

Several families of our relatives often joined up with us and on cone or
two occasions there could be up to thirty or more all in tie same camp.

On Fatoners® farms there was a gulbly running turougn eacu farm , Tuis made
things awkwara for moving stock and machinery around and we ned to do a let
of pick and shovel work to mexke roads for tue machinery, and tracks for tae
cattle and sheep.Thia was mostly done by nand witu tue aid of a wneelbarrow
and sometimes a one norse scoop. The Papa rock often nad to ve viasted,
especially where tue road bhad to be wikde encugn for macuinery and wagons,

On very sateep gullies where it was not possible to get a reasonavle gradient
tne track had to ve made in a zig zag pattern.

A8 tnere were no streams or water on tue flat land but small streams in
tue gullies, we dazmed these stireams sometimes to a depth of twenty to twenty
five feet of water. A two lach diameter pipe was inserted fairly near tue cottom
of tue filling. This pipe was led downstream and a uydraulic ram cennected
at tue bottom, Tuese rams consisted of & dome about eighteen incues high and
pervaps nine incies wide, in the bottom were two or three valves and an inlet
for the two incih pipe and an outlet for a taree quarter incu pips. The force
of tue water from tue big pipe compressed tue air in the dome uktil tne com-
pressiocn overcame tue water force, the air then forced tue water back and inte
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the small pipe, and tue surplus put tarough a valve. Only a swall portion
could pe ferced into tue small pipe on eacu compression but this occurred
nearly every minute and a valve stopped it from retumning. Lach time tuis
occurred tue water was forced further up tie small pipe until it went into

a tank on the high ground, and unless scmetiing got into the valve and jumbled
it, the process would continue for weexs and montus. About one foot of fall
in tne big pipe would lift tne water in the small pipe about ten feet, so
twenty five feet of fall would raise tue water two nundeed and fifty feet.
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UATING

AS a doy I did quite a lot of shooting witn ooth & suot gun and a twenty
two rifle., Wien worxing in the gullies I usually carried tne snot gun and was
often able to get & pueasant or a fw Californian quail. In tue back country
tuere were plenty of pidgeons when required and I would sowetimes geil up very
early and vasit some of tue dams for ducks, 80 we nad quite a lot of poultry.
Almo on tue back of tue farm tonere were wild plgs for whicu I used tue twenty
two rifle, Tue wild pixs were a nuisance as the old sows and Doars killed and
ate the young lamos. Tney were particularly plentiful on the Patea river farm
and did &« lot of rooting up the grass on tue good paddocks, The half grown
plgs made very gooa eating and we mucu preferred them to tue tmme pigs. Tuey
¥are very mucu on tne alert and it was hard to stalk tuem, so we used our sheep
and catlle dogs to find them in the ferm and scrub, The dogB could scent tuem
and tne first dog to find tuem would give a yelp and the other two or turee
dogs would Join in tue fun, the pige would taxe off turougu thie bush and acruo,
They usually ran witn the degs in full cry for about nalf a mile, or until
thue dogs got too close, then tuey would turn on thne qogs witi tueir ovacks to
a oig tree and make fierce plunges at tune dogs. Qur dog® would not really
tackle tiie pigs but keep one osiled up until I could get clomse enougn to
shoot, or 1f tne pig was not too Lig it could ve caught and killed with a
knife, Proper piy nunting dogs were usually vig end powerful and would go
right in and nold tue pig, but sometimes tuey got badly torn about if tue
pig had tusks.

The old sows and coars were tne worst to uandle and could ve guite dangerous,
especially tue old voars witn tusks about six incues long. Tuey Were very
quick and could use their tusks to great efiect, They usually had togir own
tracks tureugh the busb and if yo. met one on uis track you were iue one wuo
Lhad to get off tue track and very quickly too. I wet an old ooar one day
coming along a ridge, I grabbed tue urancu of a tree and clamvered up but
tae pig ran uLis tusk tonrough tue neel of my toot nefore I got high enough,

Soe tusBks xXow very Oly and stirong -nd form alwost a nalf circle, My
Father found a skeleton witnh one tusk whici nad completed a full circle and
srown right througis a tootn and one inch beyond. I uess ne must uave vad
tooinache. The tusk with tue tootn still on was ygiven to the Wanganuiy Museum,

After we were settled on tune farm in tne wWaikato and cur family was aTowing,

I did quite a lot of duck shooting on tie laked near Rangariri, and later on
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a small lake I made on the farm. Pheasants became very scarce. Then on several
occasions I went deer stalking on the Mahia Penninsular and on the mountainous
country cenind Lake Taupo, where the Government is now diverting some of tue
rivers into Lake Taupo., I was with my brother-in-law, Percy Saxton, when deex
stalking. On one occasion we had walked in about twenty miles from the road
with a tent and our gear to a part of tue Kaimanawa Range intending to stay
avout one week. After a few days we rad had good stalking but tne weather
oroke and we paciked up and walked out as snow was falling. During tne snow
storm we walked into & mob af pigs. we suot one and the remainder all raced
past us nearly xnocking us over, as the snow muffled the sounds and tuey did
not know where we wers,

[ also did some trout fishing in Lake Taupo and Lake Tarawers. while fisiung
in the mouth of the Tonxariroc River where it enters Lake Taupo, we were an-
chored in tue river and our lines were carried dewn to where tue river water
met the lake water. we had caught a few fish when suddenly there was a roar
oehind us and our boat was torn away from it's ancuorsge and was ueading for
the lake. On looking venind us we coula see tue river falling over a tnree
or four foot fall and a lot of muddy water came up, Tuis only lasted for a
minute or two wonen the river and lake went back to the original flow with no
waterfall. we went back and reanchored the poat and started fisuing but tue
sacze tning Lappened again so we pulled up and went iwome, There were eruptions
at Mt Ruapenhu at this time so we think there must have been a connection with
tne disturbance on tue river and lake.

Tne fish in Lake Tarawera vere very oip and plentiful. On one occasion Percy

" saxton and § were returning from deer atalking. It was dark wihen we reacied

Roterua 80 we stayed tnere for tne nigut. We had earlier in the day sbot a

nice, fat, young deer, but tnought tue meat would not keep while we went f{ishing;
80 we put tue lot in & sack and put it in a steaw hole i1n tue ground. It cooked
peautifully and was very tender, Next morning we hired a boat on Laxe Tarawera

and in two nours nad caught twenty seven big trout.
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DOGS

wWe usually had turee or four dogs for lie sueep ana cattle work ana some
of tuem developed ratler numorous txiits. One dog named Tiger wnen sent Lalf
a mile away up a hill to muster shimep would travel up a ridge, out when ue
got to tue top lot of sueep Le would go quietly round tue side of iue rioge
and Cowe Up aszain rigut on tne sleep, OArKing loudly sud scaring tuew out of
their wits. Also when sheep packed tighily 1n the race ue would run along on
tue sheep Dacks ang .ark harc to weke the froni ones run. He liked riding on
a horse or even an implement, even a set of disc bAITOWS being pulled by a
tractor or norses, but I tuink his oest performance was as follows.... I uad
a Dedge car with foot boards, he would ride on a foot poard., I used to go
nest aays past a farm where there was a big, heavy dog that Tiger could not
master, This dog would rush out growling fiercely as I passed, Tiger wpuld
use tue pace of tue car and would leap o.f the running board and hurl lum-
self strai,ht at the other uog, Lowl mum over, gut a few bites in, then race
after the car and on to the running board winile his enemy was picking himself
up. He had wany otuer tuings he coula ao. (n one other occasion ke nearly ot
killed for Le was asleep 1n a coal boX in my forge. There was a bib circular
saw mounted on top of tuis box., Tue door had bheen left open and [ did not
xnow the dog was there and I switched on the power. Le was very badly cut

‘and all his skin from his back and under uis velly was ripped right off,

except a little undsr tue velly. I used gisinfectaat end ue just lay tuere
witu no fuss winle I sewed Lim up. He soon got better ana nis skin nealed
well and the scars did not sLow much,
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